was not likely to be required; since, the placenta being only partially previous, the forceps would, if required, have been easy of application. An interesting point observed was the apparent recession of the placenta after the separation of its lowest portion, and the further expansion of the os. This is obviously to be explained by the elongation of the cervix, which is known to take place during dilatation, and which is apt to be forgotten on account of the use of the phrase "retraction" of the cervix in referring to its dilatation; though retraction, in the strict sense of the term, does take place on the completion of the dilatation. This point is of practical importance in the treatment of cases of placenta prsevia; for, not only will early separation free the cervical portion and permit therefore of its more rapid expansion, but it is clear that, before any material elongation of the cervix has taken place, the examining finger can, with comparative ease, produce the necessary amount of separation of the placenta, thus rendering unnecessary the introduction of the hand into the vagina. 
